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Abstract

Research was conducted to find out learning management function to create the independent
character of early childhood at school. The research was carried out in Preschool in Deli
Serdang Regency, where the participants were 20 teachers. Data collection through
observation, questionnaires and documentation was useful for strengthening the results of
research data analysis. This type of research was quantitative descriptive analysis. The
learning management functions that must be implemented in the learning process to create
the independent character of early childhood in schools are: 1)designing learning,
2)implementing learning designs, 3)controlling the learning process and 4)evaluating learning
outcomes. The research suggestion is the need for Preschool teacher training to come up with
creative and innovative ideas through learning arts and cultural literacy for problem solving
activities and providing challenges through the media of images to facilitate early childhood
in an effort to create their independent character.
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Introduction

Fostering independence character in early childhood is important for a child's growth
and development as it helps them become more independent and confident in their abilities.
This independence can be fostered through a variety of activities such as entrepreneurship,
play, and learning opportunities. Research shows that teaching children to be
independent early has positive outcomes later in life, such as better academic performance,
problem-solving skills, and resilience in the face of adversity (Ismaiyah et al., 2022). Teachers
and parents play an essential role in providing children with opportunities for independence
and development. This includes creating classroom and home environments conducive to
learning and development, setting clear boundaries and expectations, and providing
opportunities for exploration and creativity (Ismaiyah et al.,, 2022). Overall, fostering
independence in early childhood is an essential aspect of a child's growth and development
and may positively impact their future success.

There are some concerns about the level of independence of children. Some experts
believe that children are losing their independence, which may be responsible for the increase
in early mental health problems. This is due to factors such as overprotective parenting, lack
of unsupervised play, and increased reliance on technology (Shaw et al., 2013). These trends
can limit children's opportunities to develop important skills such as problem-solving,
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creativity, and independent decision-making. But there are many way parents and teachers
can encourage independence in children and help develop these important skills. It is
important to provide children with opportunities to develop independence and autonomy in
order to support their overall development and well-being. Encouraging independence in
early childhood can help children develop social skills, creativity, curiosity, and self-
direction, which can have long-term benefits as they grow and mature.

The level of independence of children has a significant impact on their learning and
development. Children who are encouraged to be independent learners are more likely to
take ownership of their learning, be self-motivated, and develop problem-solving skills. On
the other hand, children who are overly dependent on adults may struggle with decision-
making, problem-solving, and critical thinking(Williams, 2003). The level of independence of
children has a significant impact on their learning and development. Children who are
encouraged to be independent learners are more likely to take ownership of their learning, be
self-motivated, and develop problem-solving skills. On the other hand, children who are
overly dependent on adults may struggle with decision-making, problem-solving, and critical
thinking.

Learning management plays a crucial role in fostering independence in children. By
providing children with opportunities to make decisions and solve problems, teachers can
help to build their confidence and competence (Ismaiyah et al., 2022). Teachers can also act as
facilitators of independence, providing a supportive and encouraging environment that
allows children to learn and grow at their own pace. The teacher's role in facilitating
independence is crucial, as they can help to create a safe and supportive learning environment
that encourages risk-taking and fosters independence (Darling-Hammond et al., 2020). This
can be achieved through providing opportunities for children to take ownership of their own
learning, such as setting goals and developing personalized learning plans.

Teacher learning management and student readiness are very important in efforts to
achieve learning objectives (Alwiyah & Imaniyati, 2018). Learning management begins with
designing learning designs, implementing learning, controlling the learning process and
continuing with evaluating student learning outcomes (Hanifa, 2017). The success that
students can achieve can be seen from the results of the evaluation carried out by the teacher
after the learning process takes place (Limbong et al., 2021).

The relationship between children's independence and learning management can be
seen in how the best learning management system can promote and support independent
learning in children. A well-designed learning management system can provide children with
access to learning materials and resources that can be accessed independently, allow children
to track their own learning progress, and allow them to have more control over their learning
process. This can promote independence and responsibility in children, as well as increase
their engagement and motivation with the learning materials. Moreover, independent
learning also supports children's critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Therefore,
children's independence can be seen as an important aspect of the learning management
process, and learning management can serve as a way to support and promote independent
learning in children.

The early childhood learning process is influenced by the facilities and infrastructure
utilized, which can have a significant impact on learning outcomes (Mundia Sari & Setiawan,
2020). In addition to these physical components, effective learning management is crucial to
support young children in their educational journey. Learning management, in this context,
refers to the strategies and techniques used by teachers to create a supportive, engaging, and
stimulating learning environment for early childhood learners. Teachers play a critical role in
this process, as they are responsible for directing, guiding, and training children in an effort
to develop their independent character (Cahyati et al., 2022; Qodriyati & Raharjo, 2018;
Wahyuningtyas et al., 2023).
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While the role of teachers is essential, parental support also plays a significant part in
the success of early childhood learners (Arini & Kurniawati, 2020; Rizki Tiara & Pratiwi, 2020;
Sum & Taran, 2020; Zubaidi, 2020). Parents can provide a comfortable and encouraging
environment for their children to learn, which can accelerate their growth and development.
By working collaboratively with teachers and educators, parents can help create a creative
and innovative learning process that will ensure optimal development and the acquisition of
valuable skills. Moreover, parental support plays a crucial role in developing creative
thinking skills in early childhood learners in solving problems in their everyday life (Irfan &
Nurfaidah, 2021; Mustika, 2021). Ultimately, by integrating the components of learning
management along with parental support, educators can create an environment that fosters
the independent character of early childhood learners.

The best learning management can improve early childhood learning activities,
through art learning can improve their independent character. In addition, classroom
management includes designing learning, its implementation and learning control as well as
evaluating learning outcomes. Dewi & Widyasari (2022) emphasized that parental
involvement and support can develop the independent character of early childhood.

The independence of early childhood can be seen from their ability to do something
related to their needs without the help of their parents(Sari & Rasyidah, 2019). In addition, the
independence of early childhood can be seen from their ability to help parents and those
around them, based on requests or based on their own desires. The independent character of
early childhood can be formed through their experiences by looking at the attitudes and
behavior of parents and the people around them. When the things that early childhood do get
praise from those around them, it will grow self-confidence. This growing self-confidence can
accelerate the creation of the formation of an independent character. The independent
character of early childhood can also be created through education. Through educational
activities, early childhood can see and imitate the good things that teachers and facilitators do
as well as the attitudes and behavior of their peers at school (Dewi & Widyasari, 2022; Novianti
& Garzia, 2020). The independent character of early childhood can be seen from the can Eat
drink alone can wear shoes nor clothes Alone, can nurse self Alone, can comb hair, can use
toilet (Aji & Wangid, 2022).

The character of independence is an essential part for children to face life's challenges
in the future. Cahyati et al. (2022) found that in a supportive environment, children can learn
to be responsible for their actions, can manage themselves, and become more independent in
life. In line with his opinion. Wahyuningtyas et al. (2023) namely the importance of providing
real opportunities for children to take initiative, solve problems, and develop self-confidence.
Involving children in decision-making and giving them responsibility will help hone their
independence.

However, in this case based on the results of field observations, even though schools
have recognized the importance of independence, the implementation is often sporadic and
unstructured. In this case the critical role of the teacher as an educator who designs or plans
learning activities. Educators must be able to identify children's needs and provide a
supportive environment by providing appropriate and constructive stimulation and feedback.
Therefore this research aims to find out how the implementation of learning management in
forming independent character in early years.

Methodology

This research was conducted to determine the function of learning management to
create the character of early childhood independence in schools. The type of research that used
is a quantitative approach with a quantitative descriptive analysis. The participants in this
study included 9 kindergarden and 20 teachers in Deli Serdang, North Sumatera. The data
colected by questionary and observation. Those be useful for strengthening the results of
research data analysis (Fugure 1).
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Gambar 1. The Stage of Research

The questionnaries consist of 4 indicators, there are 1) designing learning, 2)
implementation, 3) learning process control, and 4) evaluation of learning outcomes. It have
scored on a four-point likert scale. That are often (score 4), sometimes (score 3), rarely (score
2), and never (score 1). After the data was collected, then analyzed with descriptive analysis
and explained in two topics (learning management function and early childhood
independence).

Result and Discussion

The teacher’s strategy to promote early childhood indepence in schools includes
designing learning to foster independence, implementing learning that facilities
independence, controlling the learning process for proper implementation, and evaluating
learning outcomes. These ideas further illustrated in the table 1.

The results of the study confirm that for the success of developing the independent
character of early childhood, starting from designing the learning that will be implemented.
To design the learning, the teacher must analyze the learning outcomes that are the target to
achieve, develop a flow of learning objectives. The flow of learning objectives needs to be
synchronized with the planning and implementation of a diagnostic assessment, so that it can
be ensured that the flow of learning objectives can be measured. Next is to develop teaching
modules, in which the learning steps must be implemented along with the material presented,
so that learning outcomes and learning objectives can be achieved optimally, besides that in
the learning module there is also a learning evaluation instrument to see the level of
achievement of the objectives learning .

At the learning implementation stage, the teacher must be able to ensure that these
early childhood children are ready to take part in the learning process, both for receiving
information and facing the challenges given for the formation of an independent character;
utilization of learning media; utilization of cultural literacy; train early childhood through art
learning activities to bring up creative and innovative ideas in solving problems so that a
character of independence can be formed.

Controlling the implementation of learning needs to be done, to ensure that the
learning design developed can be implemented according to plan. There are three stages that
need to be carried out to control the implementation of learning, namely: 1) controlling the
opening of learning activities, 2) controlling learning activities and 3) controlling closing
learning. The learning control process can support the results of the analysis of the evaluation
of learning outcomes.

The final stage of the learning management function that must be mastered by teachers
in educating and training early childhood to create an independent character is evaluating
learning outcomes. From the results of the learning evaluation it can be seen how much the
level of achievement of the learning objectives that have been targeted at the learning design
is achieved. Evaluation of learning outcomes in question are: 1) evaluation of opening learning
activities, 2) evaluation of learning activities, 3) evaluation of closing learning and 4)
evaluation of early childhood learning outcomes.

The results of interviews, questionnaires and observations in the field are mutually
supportive, namely learning management, which must first be considered by teachers in an
effort to create early childhood independence, at the learning design stage is to analyze
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learning outcomes. From the analysis of learning outcomes, it produces learning outcomes
that are truly directed at creating the independent character of early childhood. If there are
learning outcomes that early childhood has, then these learning outcomes are no longer a
target to be achieved in the planned learning activities.

Table 1. Mean and Standard Deviation (SD) of Teacher Responses to Learning Management
Functions for Creating the Character of Early Childhood Independence.

Implementation of the Learning Management Function to
Create the Character of Early Childhood Independence
Designing Learning

rank Number M SD Levels

1 1 25 40 Analyze learning outcomes 3.73 774 high
2 51 2 52 Develop learning objectives 3.57 .779 high
3 4 41 28 Developing a Flow of Learning Objectives 322 .897 high
4 54 6 53 Planning and conducting diagnostic assessments 295 .898 Medium
5 27 42 3 Develop Teaching Modules 2.88 .846 Medium
6 5 26 39 Adjustment of learning with the stages of learning outcomes 271 967 Medium
Implementation
1 58 7 29 Prepare students to be ready to follow the learning process 3.78 .755 high

Prepare students to face challenges according to the changing
demands of their lives
Utilizing learning media to facilitate students in an effort to
realize the character of independence
4 20 37 9 Planting cultural literacy during the learning process 277 .881 Medium
5 57 10 44 The aQrt le'zarning process directs early childhood to come up with 281 857 Medium
creative ideas
Early childhood creative thinking training through problem
solving activities in the process of learning art

Learning Process Control

2 8 30 43 3.57 .763 high

3 16 31 36 289 .879 Medium

6 35 34 19 2.00 .947 Low

1 11 49 56 Controlling the opening process of learning 342 .867 high
2 55 15 45 Control of learning activities 2.77 892 Medium
3 38 50 17 Control of learning Closing 289 .854 Medium
Evaluation of Learning Outcomes
1 24 33 12 Evaluation of the opening learning process 3,28 .867 high
2 48 18 47 Evaluation of learning activities 297 896 Medium
3 23 14 32 Evaluation Closure of learning 280 .856 Medium
4 13 46 22 Evaluation of early childhood learning outcomes 2.76 957 Medium

The preparation of learning objectives refers to learning outcomes. Learning objectives
are carried out after completing the analysis of learning outcomes. Field conditions indicate
that the preparation of learning objectives and the development of learning objectives flow is
in high condition. This shows that the teacher already understands and understands to analyze
learning objectives and develop the flow of learning objectives.

The conditions for planning and implementing diagnostic assessments, developing
teaching modules, and adapting learning to the stages of learning outcomes are in an
intermediate condition. These conditions indicate that the teacher's competency in this matter
is in the sufficient category. Even so, some teachers stated that assistance was still needed for
the development of teaching modules related to the learning objectives that had been achieved
by some early childhood students. In addition, when carrying out diagnostic assessments,
guidelines are still needed for carrying out diagnostic assessments that can generate creative
and innovative ideas in an effort to help early childhood so that they can develop more
optimally in terms of building an independent character (Qodriyati & Raharjo, 2018).

The learning conditions when implementing designs that have been well designed are
still needed to prepare early childhood for the learning process. Guidance is needed so that
early childhood can really focus on carrying out the learning process in comfortable and
pleasant conditions (Novianti & Garzia, 2020). To achieve these comfortable and enjoyable
conditions, it can be done by providing games or singing together, so that it creates a sense of
fun in the learning process. Through play activities, early childhood can focus on the learning

Jurnal Obsesi : Jurnal Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini, 7(3), 2023 | 3043



Implementation of Learning Management for Creating Early Childhood Independence Character

DOI: 10.31004/ obsesi.v7i3.4580

process. In addition, challenges are also given so that they can come up with creative ideas in
solving problems encountered in their daily lives, so that gradually the character of
independence can be created in early childhood.

Utilization of fun learning media can also be used as a challenge and learning facility
for early childhood. Learning that uses the right media can bring up creative ideas in early
childhood. In addition, learning is also given in groups, so that early childhood can learn to
collaborate with peers, as well as to foster mutual sharing and caring for fellow friends, so as
to foster self-confidence that will support the formation of the independent character of early
childhood in their lives (Ilsa & Nurhafizah, 2020). besides that the learning that is carried out
also trains and instills a culture to be happy doing literacy in the learning process. Cultivating
a culture of literacy also needs to be trained in early childhood to generate creative ideas in an
effort to establish independence. For instilling a literacy culture, the teacher can do it by
showing photos in which there are descriptions that early childhood can tell, to come up with
creative and innovative ideas, as well as exercises aimed at developing their independent
character. In addition, training through art learning can be used to generate creative ideas in
an effort to solve problems in everyday life (Michalopoulou, 2014), so that the independent
character of early childhood can characterize itself.

Certainty about the learning design can be implemented perfectly, then control of the
implementation of learning is carried out. So that in the future we can design better learning
in an effort to develop the independent character of early childhood. The steps taken to control
the implementation of learning are controlling the opening learning activities, controlling
learning activities and controlling learning closing. The learning control process can support
the results of the analysis of the evaluation of learning outcomes. At the stage of controlling
learning activities, it is necessary to control each learning activity in detail and in detail so that
when closing activities, early childhood learning can communicate their opinions about the
conclusions of information that can be absorbed after learning activities in an effort to develop
their independent character (Wahyuningtyas et al., 2023; Zakiyah, 2020).

The evaluation stage is very important to ensure the achievement of the learning
objectives that have been set. The achievement of learning objectives can be seen from the
evaluation of learning opening activities, evaluation of learning activities, evaluation of
closing learning and evaluation of early childhood learning outcomes (Junanto & Kusna, 2018;
Safitri et al., 2020). The results of the study confirm that there is still a need for creative thinking
training from learning arts and cultural literacy which can direct young children to problem
solving activities in the learning process by providing challenges through the media of images.

The results of the study confirm that the influence of parents and the environment at
home influences the development of early childhood independence. Parents' attitudes and
behavior are examples that can be imitated for early childhood character development. Even
though in the world of education, these early childhood children have received education,
guidance, direction, training, motivation, praise and giving gifts when doing or showing good
character and behavior at school. All of these activities are an effort to develop the independent
character of these early childhood children, but the teachers still reveal that the influence and
support of parents and the surrounding environment still has a major influence on the
development of the independent character of these early childhood.

The development of the independent character of early childhood in the world of
education can be formed through involvement in learning activities, for example playing in
activities using learning media as well as in simulation activities and art education and
activating a culture of literacy through translating pictures given by the teacher. In addition,
the development of independent character at school is also obtained through activities when
studying with peers, or when playing with peers who always behave and behave well. The
results of the study also showed that peers in their class also gave praise and encouragement
when other friends were able to carry out the activities requested by the teacher during
learning. This can motivate other early childhood children to feel confident in doing good
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things, and the things they have to do at school, so as to accelerate the creation of an
independent character in these early childhood children.

Conclussion

The learning process in schools encompasses several essential functions aimed at
cultivating the independence of early childhood. These functions include designing learning
activities, implementing designs, monitoring the learning process, and evaluating. Effective
implementation of these functions fosters independence by enabling young children to fulfill
their needs without relying on others. They learn to assist others willingly, manage tasks like
feeding, dressing, and personal hygiene independently, and devise creative solutions to life's
challenges. Moreover, they develop a caring nature towards those around them. These
learning functions are pivotal in nurturing early childhood independence by promoting self-
reliance and compassion in young learners.
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